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Conisbrough Parks Parish Council      
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 7th 2020 IN THE 
CHURCH, CHURCH LANE CLIFTON. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. North (Chair), Cliff, Gran, Manning and Peat 
Also present: the Clerk to the Council P. Wilkinson and DMBC Councillors Ian Pearson and 
Lanimae Ball  
 
A resident was present to complain about the excessive amount of litter strewn along many of 
the roads leading into and out of Clifton and that the problem is getting worse. 
Cllr Pearson said that large amounts of litter are already collected by DMBC but the available 
manpower resources are not sufficient to keep pace with the problem. Central government has 
been asked for an increase in funding in order to combat the scourge of fly-tipping and littering. 
The threat of fines doesn`t seem to deter people and although some prosecutions have occurred 
there are many more occurrences that currently go unpunished. Cllr Peat asked about the use of 
mobile cameras and Cllr Lanimae Ball confirmed that these were in use across Doncaster on a 
shared basis. Councillors also enquired about the actual number of prosecutions and the Clerk 
will request this information from DMBC.  
Cllr Pearson said that, as he had reported at earlier meetings, more Police Officers are being 
recruited and will soon be on duty in the area. Furthermore, he had asked for the surveillance 
drones to be made available to assist with combating fly-tipping. Cllr Peat suggested that these 
issues should be publicised more widely in an effort to deter the practice. 
Doncaster has recently been identified as the second worst place in the country for fly-tipping 
and despite it having a significant number of isolated country roads/lanes which exacerbates the 
problem, more action is required in order to address it. 
Cllr Manning was of the opinion that the system of clearing the debris should be reviewed by 
DMBC such that whole stretches of roads be checked rather than just clearing isolated 
dumpings and leaving others in the same vicinity. Cllr Pearson confirmed that this idea was 
currently being considered. In addition, there should be more cross boundary co-ordination 
between the recycling centres. 
Cllr Manning requested that DMBC do a manual pick up of litter along all the roads/lanes 
leading into and out of Clifton. Cllr Pearson agreed to take this up with DMBC but pointed out 
that at the moment manpower was even more stretched than normal because of the ongoing 
priority work brought about by the recent floods. Cllr Gran agreed that now was the best time to 
do a litter pick as it was very visible due to the dying back of the verges and vegetation. 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

There were none. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
There were none. 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 19th 2019 
Cllr Pearson asked for it to be noted that the validity of the comments made by DMBC 
Councillors, as recorded in the minutes, cannot be confirmed as they do not see them in 
advance of the meeting. 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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In relation to item 5 (Police & Crime Reports) Cllr Manning clarified that the letter he 
received was a courtesy letter in connection with flights in general and not specifically those 
of the SY Police drones or fixed wing aircraft. 
RESOLVED: That, subject to the above amendment, the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 
held on 19th November 2019 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
Minute No.4. The Clerk confirmed that investigations by the DMBC Planning Department 
were still ongoing regarding a barn being erected at Woodview Stables on Carr Lane. 
Minute No.4. Councillors said that there was no evidence of a litter pick having been done 
between Five Lane Ends and Shipman Balk. Cllrs Pearson and Ball agreed to follow this up 
with DMBC. 
Minute No.4. Cllr Manning confirmed that the tree branches obscuring street light 30830 
had now been cut back. 
Minute No. 6. Cllr Manning said that the verges which were encroaching onto the tarmac 
along Common Lane had not yet been cleared. The Clerk will ask the DMBC Councillors to 
follow up on the matter. 
Minute No. 6. Cllr Manning said that the grass verges along Common Lane to Denbrook 
Lane had still not been cut. Cllr Pearson agreed to follow this up. 
Minute No. 13. Cllr North confirmed that he had purchased some Christmas Lights and 
declined any reimbursement of the cost. 
Minute No. 14. Cllr Cliff said that he had placed 10 dog fouling signs around the village and 
within two hours 4 of them had been removed. These 4 signs were replaced but again 2 of 
them were removed within a very short space of time. He agreed to continue replacing those 
signs which have been removed in an effort to reinforce the message that dog fouling, without 
cleaning up, is unhealthy, unsightly and anti-social behaviour. 
Minute No. 16. Cllr Manning said that the drains and the curtilages around the drains had 
not yet been cleared. The Clerk will ask the DMBC Councillors to follow up on the matter. 
 

5. POLICE AND CRIME REPORTS 
There were none. 
 

6. REPORTS FROM DMBC WARD COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Pearson said that the recent floods have created problems which are still being addressed 
as a priority and as a result the DMBC manpower resources are severely stretched. 
Cllr Pearson informed Councillors that all the street lighting columns are now numbered 
making it easier to identify any faulty ones when they are reported.  
Cllr North made the DMBC Councillors aware that only 3 of the 6 grit bins in Clifton had 
been filled. Cllr Ball said that these will be the ones that DMBC has responsibility for and 
that filling of the 3 additional ones will incur a charge. She agreed to clarify the process for 
getting them filled and inform the Clerk accordingly. 
Cllr Manning made the DMBC Councillors aware that the ditch alongside the Wadworth 
‘straight mile’ had been cleared and the debris piled up on the roadside, making it difficult for 
the water from the road to drain away. Cllr Pearson and Ball agreed to take the matter up with 
DMBC. 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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7. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk had forwarded the following items of correspondence to Councillors since the last 
meeting: 
NALC – Chief Executive Bulletin December 
NALC – Chairman`s Open Letter 
YLCA – White Rose Update December 
YLCA – Consultation re. Strengthening Police Powers to Tackle Unauthorised Encampments 
YLCA – New Councillor Training Event 27th January 2020 
YLCA – Spring Training Conference 28th March 2020 
YLCA – Webinar Training Course on Understanding the Code of Conduct 7th January 2020 
DMBC – Parish Councils JCC Meeting 17th January 2020 
Public Sector Network – Newsletters x 2 
Public Sector Network – Funding for Troubled Families 
Expect – Summer 2019/2020 Youth Provision 
Power For People – Request to Support the Local Electricity Bill  
Doncaster/Sheffield Airport – Press Release re. TUI Expansion 
My Neighbourhood Plan – Policy Drafting Workshop 
Email re. Support for Brain Tumour Awareness 
 

8. CONFIRMATION OF PAYMENTS 
The Clerk confirmed that an amount of £295.13 had been paid to DMBC for the second 
quarter grounds maintenance costs. The invoice did not show a breakdown of the costs and 
Councillors asked the Clerk to seek this information. 
 

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS/ISSUES 
Cllr Manning made Councillors aware of planning application 19/03028/FUL (Beacon 
Ridge). He had only just received the notification and suggested that Councillors peruse the 
application and that a special meeting be convened at 7.00pm on 21st January 2020 to discuss 
it further. In the meantime the Clerk was asked to ascertain the following: 

- If a bat survey had been undertaken or will be undertaken. 
- The type of stonework to be used in the construction. 
- Whether the DMBC Conservation Officer has been consulted on the type of 

stonework, and if so, is he in agreement? 
 

10. PRECEPT 2020/2021 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that the precept for 2019/2020 was increased by £200 from 
£4100 to £4300. They discussed the matter in detail. 
RESOLVED: That the precept for 2020/2021 be increased by £200 to £4500. 
     

11. INTERNAL AUDIT 2019/2020 
The Clerk provided information on three possible options for the appointment of an internal 
auditor. The fees varied and Councillors discussed the matter. 
RESOLVED: That YLCA be appointed as the internal auditor for 2019/2020 at a cost of 
£75. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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12.    THE PARISH COUNCIL BANK ACCOUNTS 
The Clerk informed Councillors that he had received a letter from RBS Bank which outlined 
a number of offers from other banks, including financial incentives, for the Parish Council to 
switch its current account to one of them. Councillors considered the content of the letter. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be authorised to pursue the switching process with a view to 
transferring the current account. 
 

13.    PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
It was agreed to defer this item until the Clerk had collected all the relevant information. 

 
14.    75th ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY 

Cllr North offered the use of his garden for the holding of a garden party and Councillors also 
discussed a number of other suggestions, such as having the Church as the focal point and 
trying to get hold of any photographs taken on VE Day. 
It was agreed that Councillors will consider any other ideas and that the matter will be 
discussed further at the next meeting. 
 

15.    ITEMS/COMMENTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS 
         Cllr Cliff expressed his frustration at the abuse of the dog fouling notices and  
         Councillors agreed to invite the DMBC Dog Warden to the next meeting in order to 
         discuss the best ways of trying to educate dog owners who persist in refusing to pick up 
         their dog`s mess.  
         Cllr Manning informed Councillors that there was now some money available to go towards 
         funding a defibrillator after a very successful quiz night just before Christmas. Cllr North also 
         reminded Councillors that the Church will contribute £300 and that he will issue a cheque for 
         this amount to the Parish Council on condition that it will only be spent for this purpose.  
         It was agreed that the funding of a defibrillator will be discussed further at the next meeting. 
         Cllr North said that he had asked DMBC to do a road sweep of Church Lane. 

 
16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

No items were raised 
 

17. DATE/TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING  
An Extraordinary Meeting will be held at 7.00pm on 21st January 2020 and the next 
Ordinary Meeting will take place at 7.00pm on 25th February 2020. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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