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Conisbrough Parks Parish Council 
       

 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY  MEETING HELD ON JUNE 18th 2019 IN THE 
CHURCH, CHURCH LANE CLIFTON. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. Manning, North, Gran and Peat  
Also present: the Clerk to the Council P. Wilkinson and DMBC Councillor Ian Pearson 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr Peat for his lateness to the meeting. Cllr Pearson 
submitted apologies for Cllrs Nigel Ball and Lani-Mae Ball 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
There were none 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON MAY 15th 2019 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly and the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council/Ordinary Meeting held on 15th May 2019 be approved and signed by the 
Chairman 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
Annual Parish Assembly: 
The hedge on Clifton Byres has been cut back by a team of volunteers but the parking 
difficulties have not yet been resolved. Councillors discussed the continuing problem of 
inconsiderate parking throughout the village and urged people to be mindful of other 
residents, whilst also ensuring adequate highway space for such as farm vehicles and the 
emergency services. Cllr Manning re-iterated the view that double yellow lines would not 
solve the problems. 
A new temporary sign requesting that there be no dog fouling, particularly in the recreation 
areas, has been put on display. Cllr Pearson urged caution regarding the legality of ‘official’ 
signs but Councillors explained that the sign was simply a means of appealing to people to be 
more considerate of others. 
Annual Parish Council Meeting/Ordinary Meeting: 
Minute No. 6 (1) The Clerk informed Councillors that the £500 contribution by DMBC 
Councillors towards the fly tipping signs had now been received. 
Minute No. 6 (2) The repositioning and securing of the fly tipping ‘eyes’ sign at the junction 
of Shipman Balk and Ruddle Way has still not been actioned. 
Minute No. 6 (3) The slow response by DMBC to the removal of fly-tipping is still being 
investigated. Councillor Pearson said that fly tipping had increased by 40% in the last few 
months and the backlog for clearance was mounting. He was of the opinion that DMBC did 
not have sufficient financial resources to undertake all the required services to a satisfactory 
standard. Streetscene was currently being reorganised and new street cleaners have been 
purchased but he was not optimistic that improvements in the service will result. Cllr Gran 
said that the problem was more than just financial as there appears to be ineffective use of 
manpower resources and questionable recruitment/training of employees. Cllr Manning  
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added his support by saying that it takes weeks to clear the fly tipping and then when some 
action is taken not all debris is cleared, even though it is in the same vicinity. In addition, the  
restricted opening hours of the dumpit sites and the restrictions imposed on the amount of 
rubbish that individuals can off-load, encourages fly tipping.  
Minute No. 6 (6) Cllr Gran said that she had not yet received a response regarding her 
complaint about the excessive use of weedkiller. Cllr Pearson responded that he had not seen 
the complaint but was aware that DMBC uses glyphosate three times per year as a cost 
saving measure to kill off grass/weeds around posts etc. rather than strimming. Councillors 
agreed that the resulting bare patches were unsightly and unacceptable. Cllr Pearson said 
that the grounds maintenance SLA between the Parish Council and DMBC could be reviewed 
and that he would arrange a meeting with the relevant Officer on receipt of an emailed 
request. 
Minute No.6 (8) The hedge around the golf course had not yet been cut and Cllr Pearson 
said that it would be done in due course according to the schedule of work.  
Minute No. 6 The access issues associated with the Barn at The Beeches had apparently still 
not been resolved. Cllr Pearson said that DMBC will only grant permission provided all 
parties are in agreement and there are no objections. 
Minute No. 6 Some, but not all, of the reported potholes on Common Lane and Beacon Lane 
have been repaired. Yellow markings are visible to indicate the need for repair but for some 
unknown reason the potholes have been left. Cllr Pearson suggested that the Parish Council 
ask the Highways Department for an explanation. Cllr Cliff agreed to photograph the 
potholes in various locations and email them to the Clerk. Cllr Manning asked if the Parish 
Council could be notified of work that has been identified as required and when it will be 
done. 
Minute No. 7  Cllr Gran informed Councillors that she will attend the YLCA South Yorkshire 
Branch Meetings if possible but not if they occur in an evening. 
Minute No. 9  The Clerk informed Councillors that all the year-end finance related 
documents were now available on the website. 
 

5. CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR 
RESOLVED: That following the selection process Simon Cliff be co-opted onto the Parish 
Council to represent North Ward. 
 

6. POLICE AND CRIME REPORTS 
      Councillors shared information regarding a burglary and the theft of items from a car which 

both occurred on the night of the 11th/12th June. CCTV images are available. On a separate 
occasion a car was stolen from a garage. These incidents have been reported to the Police for 
investigation. 

      Cllr Pearson reported that SY Police in Doncaster will be reducing the number of PCSOs and 
recruiting more Police Officers over the next two years. 

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 

YLCA 75th Anniversary Celebration and One-Day Conference on 13th September 2019 in 
York. The Clerk will circulate the details to Councillors for their consideration. 
YLCA – Reminder of The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No.2) 
Accessibility Regulations 2018. The Clerk will review the regulations and if necessary 
include as an agenda item at the next meeting. 
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YLCA – notification of nominations received for the South Yorkshire branch officers. 
Whitby Town Council – invitation to Yorkshire Day celebrations on 1st August 2019 

  
8. REPORTS FROM DMBC WARD COUNCILLORS 

Cllr Pearson reported on the following: 
- the recent notification of a proposed change in route for HS2. Cllr Manning confirmed 

that the proposed route just passes through the Parish boundary. Cllr Pearson also said 
that the location of the ‘container city’ planned for somewhere bordering this region 
keeps changing. 

- the DMBC Local Plan will be published for consultation in due course. 
- DMBC has asked the government to fund some road changes in an effort to route 

HGVs along main highways rather than have them wander along inappropriate side 
roads. 

 
9. PARISH COUNCIL BANKING ARRANGEMENTS 

In view of the retirement of the previous Clerk Councillors acknowledged the need to change 
the contact details for the bank account. It was agreed that the Clerk will draft a letter to the 
bank, signed by the two signatories, requesting the change. 
 

10. CONFIRMATION OF PAYMENTS 
The Clerk confirmed that two payments had been made by cheque since the last meeting. 
These were £199 for the renewal of the YLCA membership and £373.27 to BHIB for the 
insurance cover. Councillors noted these payments. 
 

11. REVIEW OF ASSET REGISTER 
Councillors noted that at 31st March 2019 there were four items on the Asset Register (Grit 
Bin valued at £304, Noticeboard valued at £100 and two areas of land valued at a nominal £1 
each). Consideration was given to adding the fly-tipping signs, two wooden seats and a seat 
made of composite material. 
RESOLVED: That the six fly-tipping signs, valued at a total of £1000, and the three seats, 
valued at a total of £500, be added to the Asset Register. 
The Clerk informed Councillors that because the playground equipment was not in the 
ownership of the Parish Council, even though it is a trustee, it`s insurance cover may not 
apply to the playground as the equipment is currently owned by ‘the village’. Cllr Peat was of 
the opinion that DMBC carries out inspections of the equipment. As a result, it was agreed 
that the Clerk will clarify the inspection/maintenance and insurance issues with DMBC and if 
necessary seek advice from YLCA. 

      
12. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 

Cllr North showed a photograph he had taken of a landscape in the Parish area but explained 
that he was not completely satisfied with the outcome. As a result, it was agreed that he will 
continue to seek out the most suitable view and bring it to a future meeting for consideration 
for display on the website. 
 

13. HS2 
The Clerk reminded Councillors that a request had been received for the Parish Council to 
add it`s support to a proposed letter being sent to the leaders of the four main political parties 
requesting that if the HS2 project goes ahead it should provide benefits to South Yorkshire  
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rather than to just pass through the area. An updated list of current supporters was made 
available and Councillors noted that it does not include Doncaster MBC or the Joint Rural 
Parish Councils.  
RESOLVED: That the Parish Council does not add it`s support to the letter at this time. 
 

14. PLANNING APPLICATIONS/ISSUES 
Councillors discussed the applications in respect of 8 Beacon Square and the Barn at the 
Beeches and asked the Clerk to check on their progress. 
 

15. PROVISION OF A DEFIBRILLATOR 
The Clerk informed Councillors that the main supporters of defibrillators, the British Heart 
Foundation and the Yorkshire Ambulance Service, were no longer providing free kits, but do 
provide some financial assistance. As a result, the cost of provision would be approximately 
£1100, including a storage cabinet. It was noted that Braithwell have three available and it 
was agreed that the Clerk will contact Braithwell Parish Council to obtain more information 
regarding their provision. 

         
16. ITEMS/COMMENTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS 
      Cllr Gran said that she had been contacted by one resident about the nuisance of light 

pollution from a nearby security light and asking what could be done about it. Councillors 
were aware of the problem and thought that improvements to the angle of the light had since 
been made. They also noted the advantage of security lighting as a means of deterring crime. 

      Cllr Cliff raised the following: 
- is planning permission required for alteration of walls to improve access?  
- has the Parish Council any say in changes made to roofs?  
- verges and hedges are in urgent need of cutting at the junctions of Shipman 

Balk/Ruddle Lane, Shipman Balk/Beacon Lane, Green Balk/Doncaster Road, Green 
Balk/Ruddle Lane, Beacon Lane/Ruddle Lane and Denbrook Lane/Carr Lane. The 
Clerk will report these to DMBC Highways Department. 

- Drain cleaning is required throughout the village, particularly along Back Lane, 
Common Lane and Beacon Square. The Clerk will report this to DMBC Highways 
Department. 

Cllr North expressed frustration at the fly-tipping on Beacon Lane, Shipman Balk and all 
along Ruddle Lane. 
Cllr Manning reported on a recent HGV driving along the narrow lanes and being unable to 
get round a bend. He thought it would be worth considering a request for tonnage restriction 
signs. 
 

17. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
No items were raised 
 

18. DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Ordinary Meeting will take place on 16th July at 7.00pm 
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