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Conisbrough Parks Parish Council 
 

               CLERK TO THE COUNCIL                                              CHAIRPERSON 
    P. WILKINSON                          CLLR. J. GRAN 

 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY HELD ON  
MAY 15th 2019 IN THE CHURCH, CHURCH LANE CLIFTON. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. Manning, North, Gran and Peat  
Also present the temporary Clerk to the Council P. Wilkinson and 6 members of the public. 
 
It was agreed by all that Cllr Manning should act as chairman for this meeting. 
 

1. CHAIRMAN`S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2018/2019 
 
The Annual Report had been prepared jointly in advance by the 3 Councillors (Gran, 
Manning and North) who had shared the role of Chairman during the year and Cllr Manning 
read it out. 
 
Annual Report 2018/2019 
 
The Parish Council has met regularly throughout the year, with each meeting dually recorded. 
The place of ‘chairman’ has been filled on a four month rota basis, in chronological order, 
between P.Manning, M.North and J.Gran. 
 
The agendas have included all the legal aspects and many other items and issues, brought to 
the attention of all the councillors at the meetings. The clerk has continued to advise and 
consult for us, on all issues and has responded as necessary. Ward Councillors have been to 
all meetings, except one. 
 
All accounts are due to be audited, ‘signed off ’and properly recorded in the next few days.  
 
During the course of this municipal year, it was with great sadness that the death of 
Councillor J.Siddall was recorded (respect was marked at the subsequent monthly Parish 
Council meeting by a minute’s silence).  Also at the end of the financial year, the Clerk Keith 
Coulton gave notice of his retirement. Both have played a very vital role in the administration 
and effectiveness of the Parish Council over many long years. A temporary clerk, Peter 
Wilkinson has been appointed for the time being, with the vacant post advertised. The 
vacancy for a Parish Councillor (North Ward) has been filled by Simon Cliff of Hill House, 
Common Lane, Clifton as a co-opted position for the next municipal year, ending at the time 
of elections for all positions in May 2020. This was after advertising the vacancy and 
interviewing the two people interested. 
 
Issues affecting the whole Parish have been well covered. The planning applications have 
been thoroughly discussed, with detailed responses given. All applications have been viewed 
‘on line’ and brought to the attention of all Councillors before any decisions or response  
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made. Some planning applications, submitted within the year, still await a decision to be 
made by DMBC, although the Parish Council has made very clear its representations. (Ward 
Councillors have also expressed their views, at our meetings). The Parish Council’s responses 
have been published in the ’Associated Documents’ published online with each application. 
The Parish Council instinctively wishes to preserve the character of the village and area 
within the Parish boundaries, especially as Clifton itself is a conservation area. 
 
All of the public areas and grass verges, in Clifton, have been cut and maintained to the best 
of the council’s ability. This is continually monitored, and the contractors are notified of any 
odd areas missed. The Parish Council has made it clear to the DMBC contractors in a strong 
formal letter of complaint, that the spraying of the grass to prevent encroaching towards the 
stone walls and wooden posts this spring is totally unacceptable, as vast areas of grass have 
died.  
 
Salt bins have been filled and the Parish Council are charged by DMBC for filling our own 
bins, although use this mild winter has been lighter than usual. 
 
The Parish Council is still as always very concerned at the vast amount of fly tipping that 
continues to be a major problem on local lanes. Common spots identified as Green Balk, 
Common Lane and Shipman Balk. Green Balk has become a major issue. There have been 
numerous ‘lorry loads’ dumped and are reported in as soon as possible. The performance of 
“clean ups” is disappointing. Firstly on the time it takes DMBC to remove the reported 
rubbish and secondly not clearing all of it and any adjacent litter dumpings.  Another strong 
letter of formal complaint was sent.  The Parish Council has with the full support of all Ward 
Councillors paid for ‘warning signs’, warning of prosecution, at all entry road points to 
Clifton village. These have been paid for jointly out of the Parish Council precept and Ward 
Councillor’s Budget.  
 
Crime report statistics are publically available on the ‘National Database’ for our area, 
although the occasional appearance of a community police car is seen in the village. 
 
The speed of some cars through the village is still a cause for concern for residents. We are 
still concerned that the ‘self-made ‘ passing places along  Beacon Lane, towards Micklebring, 
that are essential for vehicles passing in opposite directions, need to be made into some  kind 
of permanence. Also that pot holes/puddles at the side of all lanes are filled and levelled for 
safety. Many areas, for example Beacon Square and New Road, are in need of complete 
resurfacing rather than the (very) temporary individual repairs carried out by DMBC. The 
passing places are an issue that is raised year on year. 
 
We express thanks to the retiring clerk for his work, support and advice, by phone and email 
and wished him well in his retirement. Also due thanks to fellow councillors for their time, 
consultations and debate on issues, additional meetings and also for the constant ‘ringing in’ 
of all dumped rubbish. 
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2.   QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM RESIDENTS 

The issues raised were as follows: 
 
Fly-tipping – Shipman Balk and Green Balk were particularly mentioned. Cameras and signs 

      were discussed and it was also acknowledged that the restrictions which applied at the  
      DMBC dumpit sites were having a negative effect. It was felt that the response by DMBC to  
      reported incidents was poor and the residents were being let down, despite paying for the  
      service. Cllr Manning urged residents to report any fly-tipping to DMBC as soon as possible  
      and not to wait for one of the Parish Councillors to do it. Also he asked them to ensure they  
      got a report number each time. 
      Litter – The change in DMBC policy regarding assisting local volunteers to clear litter was 
      criticised as everything associated with an ‘official’ litter pick now had to be paid for, making 
      it unfeasible. It was suggested that village people could pick up in small areas and take the  
      bags of rubbish to the tip themselves. 
      Excessive use of weed killer sprays – very unsatisfactory and very unsightly. The practice 
      was due to the machinery and method of spray application used. Cllr Gran had sent in a 
      formal complaint to DMBC and also had asked one gang of on-site personnel not to use the  
      spray in the village again.  
      Grass cutting – How often? Doesn`t seem a sensible timetable as recently the verges have 
      been cut too often and would be better spaced out more realistically. On the other hand some 
      footpaths are in need of maintenance. Cllr Manning was of the opinion that the DMBC 
      contract is up for renewal soon and the timetable of tasks can then be clarified. 
      Road resurfacing – Common sense doesn`t seem to apply when filling pot holes. Some are  
      repaired but others of equal or greater depth in the same vicinity are left. The vehicle passing  
      places are all in need of being made more permanent, perhaps with the use of road planings.  
      This has been an issue for many years, with numerous complaints, but DMBC says there is  
      no money for such work. 
      Parking on Clifton Byers Road – difficulty in vehicles passing due to parked cars. This  
      creates problems for farm machinery and potentially emergency vehicles. In addition it  
      causes access problems for some residents. One resident asked if shrubs that are encroaching 
      could be cut back so that vehicles could park further off the highway. This wasn`t seen as a  
      problem. Cllr Manning asked the residents if double yellow lines in certain parts of the  
      village should be pursued but the general consensus was that this was not a good idea. 
      Dog fouling – Beacon Lane was mentioned as a ‘hot spot’ and that the signs to discourage 
      this anti-social behavior had been removed. It was agreed that more permanent signs would 
      be worthwhile and that in the meantime temporary signs should again be erected. 
      Tree on Beacon Square – impeding the telephone lines. Cllr Manning said that if this was 
      reported to BT the company would sort it out. 
 
      Cllr Manning thanked all members of the public for their contributions. 
 
 
 
 
 
       Signed………………………………………..Chairman 
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