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Conisbrough Parks Parish Council      
 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 8th 2021. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. Manning, Gran & Leigh 
Also present: DMBC Cllr Pearson and the Clerk to the Council P. Wilkinson 
 
Cllr Manning took the Chairman role.  
 

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Cliff and Peat and the reasons were accepted.  
DMBC Cllr Pearson also gave apologies on behalf of Cllr Lani-Mae Ball and Cllr Nigel Ball. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS 
None. 
 

 3.   MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th AUGUST 2021 
       It should be noted that the validity of the comments made by DMBC Councillors, as recorded 
       in the minutes, cannot be confirmed as they do not see them in advance of the meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11th August 2021 be 
approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 4.   MATTERS ARISING 
       Minute No.4. Councillors noted that the weight limit signs which had been requested were 
       still not yet in place. The Clerk now has a named contact and will follow this up with DMBC. 

Minute No.4. Cllr Leigh confirmed that a defibrillator checklist had been formulated and the 
checks commenced from 6th September 2021. 
Minute No.4. Cllr Manning reported that some of the road signs at Five Lane Ends had still 
not been repaired/replaced. The Clerk now has a named contact and will follow this up with 
DMBC. 
Minute No.4. The Clerk confirmed that Yorkshire Water is unable to arrange a tour of the 
integrated wetlands at Clifton sewage treatment plant during an evening or at a weekend. 
However,a planting session has been organized between 9.00am and 12 noon on Friday 24th 
September and an invitation has been extended to Parish Councillors. Cllrs Manning and 
Leigh expressed an interest.   
Minute No.4. The Clerk informed Councillors that the Openreach website includes a map 
showing the areas that have already been provided with ultra fast full fibre broadband and 
those areas that will be upgraded before December 2026. Clifton is not included in any plans 
prior to December 2026.  
Minute No.4. Cllr Manning said that the two missing litter pickers had not been located and 
therefore two replacements will need to be purchased for Braithwell. 
Minute No.8. Cllr Manning said that the grass verges and hedges along Common Lane and 
Denbrook Lane had still not been cut despite numerous requests. In addition, the highway 
was narrowing as a result of the encroachment of the grass across the tarmac surface. Cllr 
Pearson agreed to follow these issues up and make enquiries. 
 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chairman 
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Minute No.8. Cllr Pearson informed Councillors that the dog fouling regulations only apply 
to public places, sports pitches and children`s play areas. Problems occurring on private 
land should be dealt with by the landowner. Deterrents could be used and if the dog is not 
‘under control’ it could be reported to DMBC Environmental Services. 
  

5.   POLICE AND CRIME REPORTS 
      Cllr Pearson informed Councillors of the following: 

- there are now 6 Police Officers who cover the Conisbrough, Denaby and Mexborough 
area.  

- the actions being carried out to control the use of quad bikes is succeeding. 
- drones are now being used to assist the Police. 
- PACT is now back in operation 
 

6.   REPORTS FROM DMBC WARD COUNCILLORS 
      Cllr Pearson informed Councillors of the following: 

- the grass cutting schedule carried out by DMBC has been severely affected by staff 
shortages due to Covid. 

- the green bin collections have been suspended due to staff shortages but will be resuming. 
- if any cannabis root balls are found deposited he would like to be informed so that he can 

be involved in investigating their origin. 
Cllr Manning expressed concerns regarding the closure of the recycling sites, each for 8 
weeks, on a rota basis over the next 12 months. The Conisbrough site and the Balby site 
closures overlap by 2 weeks. These closures will inevitably lead to an increase in fly-tipping, 
particularly in hot spots such as Green Balk. He was of the opinion that DMBC Officers 
should be more vigilant during this time and take steps to ensure that any fly-tipping is cleared 
as soon as it is reported rather than leaving it for up to 7 working days. Cllr Pearson was asked 
to convey these concerns to the appropriate department within DMBC.  

          
 7.    FINANCIAL REPORT 
        The Clerk informed Councillors that the bank balances at 31st August 2021 totaled 
        £9,929.78. 
        He went through the income & expenditure items and explained how these contributed to the 
        bank reconciliation statement. 

          RESOLVED: That the bank reconciliation statement at 31st August 2021 be approved. 
          The Clerk reminded Councillors of the revised budgets and said that there were no areas of 
          concern. 
          RESOLVED: That the financial report be approved. 
 

     8.    PAYMENTS DUE 
            There are no payments due. 
 
     9.    INFORMATION COMMISSIONERS OFFICE REGISTRATION 
            The Clerk informed Councillors of the following advice from YLCA – It is a requirement            
            that all Town and Parish Councils register with the ICO as a Data Controller. The reason  
            for this is that the Council will hold ‘personal data' as defined by the 2018 Act, i.e. data 
            which relates to a living individual who can be identified from the data or from the data and 
            other information which is in the possession of the data controller.  
 
 
            Signed………………………………………….Chairman 
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            Data routinely held by local councils (even by small Parish Councils) is likely to come under  
            the definition of personal data as referred to above; for example Councillor details and 
            Register of Interests, employee details (the clerk/RFO), correspondence from residents 
            (emails and hard copy), planning applications, contractor details, internal auditor details, 
            etc. 
            Councillors discussed the matter. 
            RESOLVED: That the Parish Council registers with the ICO as a data controller. 
 
   10.    PLANNING ISSUES  

         20/03086/FUL (The Bungalow, Common Lane) – Councillors noted that there was nothing 
         further to report. 
         19/03028/FUL (Beacon Ridge) – Councillors noted no decision made yet. 
         Long Leys Poultry Farm on Long Leys Lane – Councillors noted that there was nothing 
         further to report. 

       21/01670/FUL (Stonefields) – Councillors noted no decision made yet. 
       21/02095/FUL (Beacon Ridge new build) – Councillors noted that the comments made at the 

last meeting had been submitted to DMBC. 
       231/02349/FUL (Maggot Farm access) – The following issues were discussed and agreed: 
       1. The planning application refers to there being an original access road along the south 

boundary - 'position of old road to maggot farm' is misleading (application 00910854.pdf) 
and 'position of new road on existing road' is misleading (application 0091055.pdf). There is 
no evidence that a road existed at any time at this location on the site. The access road to the 
maggot farm has always been from the current access point from Common Lane and through 
the middle of the site. It should also be noted that the original access road appears to have 
been cleared or covered into the site, however this cannot be clearly seen from Common Lane 
due to the land dropping away out of sight. The Parish Council is of the opinion that the 
applicant should provide evidence to prove that there was an original access road at the 
proposed location on the site. 

       2. An access road of 6.5m appears very wide, suggesting that it is allowing 2 way traffic. The 
original road, through the middle of the site, would have been significantly narrower than this 
allowing only one way traffic. 

       3. The application form indicates work started on 17th May, however the Parish Council are 
aware that it started some time before this date. There is also evidence of further recent work 
with grey chippings being laid on top of rubble/hardcore from the work which started before 
May 2021. 

       4. The application states that there is currently agreed parking for 25 cars, 3 light goods 
vehicles, 4 motorcycles, 3 disabled bays and 5 cycles. Has the applicant provided evidence 
that this level of parking has been previously agreed and approved? This level of vehicle 
parking has not been previously observed. 
5. It is noted that the ecology officer has commented on the proximity of the road to the 
hedgerow and this is agreed by the Parish Council as it will have an effect on the flora and 
fauna around the site. In addition, the proposal will require the removal of approximately 
50m of hedge which again will have a detrimental impact on the flora and fauna (see point 6). 
If the existing access is used this would not be necessary. 
6. Further to point 5 the other application for the site 20/03086/FUL (still awaiting decision) 
has an ecology survey submitted by the applicant which states: 
a. the benefit of habitat creation 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chairman 
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b. that the hedgerow to the boundary (H2) is grade 2 and of moderate/high ecological value 
(Point 5.8) 
c. that the hedgerow on the south boundary is a 'habitat of principal importance' (Point 5.8) 
d. that the hedgerow be sympathetically managed (point 6.11) 
e. that the area close to the hedgerow should be left to grow up to provide a buffer zone by 
avoiding cutting/mowing right up to the hedgerow base 
f. there is a tree in the hedgerow (T1) that will be affected by this proposal. 
7. The application states that there is no contamination, however as a previous 
commercial use site this may not be the case. It is noted that a significant amount of topsoil 
and dressing has been spread around the site. 
8. The application states that no water course is within 20m of the proposal, however this is 
not the case with a water course being to the east of the site. 
9. The application references hardstanding areas, however it should be noted that these are 
not in the location of the proposed new access and are in fact at the other side of the site to 
the north boundary. 
In conclusion, with the effect on habitat and the ecology, the proximity of the road to the 
valued hedgerow, the fact that no original road existed at the new proposal location, the width 
of the access road, the potential for additional vehicle activity and the fact that an existing 
access is in place very close to the proposed new access then the Parish Council does not 
support this application. 
Cllr Pearson agreed to raise the above issues with DMBC Planning. 

 
11.    COMMUNITY FIBRE SCHEME 
         Councillors again noted the fact that, according to the Openreach map showing the dates of 
         the planned upgrade of the broadband provision in different areas, Clifton will not benefit 
         before at least December 2026. It is possible to create a community partnership with 
         Openreach so that the improvements are carried out sooner. However, the fact that Braithwell 
         has decided not to pursue such a partnership arrangement,  
         on the grounds of the significant cost for each household, was also noted.  
         RESOLVED: not to proceed with an Openreach community partnership at the moment. 
          
12.    CORRESPONDENCE 

            The Clerk had forwarded the following items of correspondence to Councillors since the last  
            meeting: 

YLCA – White Rose Update 
YLCA – Training Bulletins x 2 
YLCA – Law & Governance Bulletin 
YLCA – Scribefest Virtual Conference 29.09.21 
YLCA – New Telephone Number 
YLCA – Remote Conference 17/18.09.21 
YLCA – ICO Registration Advice 
YLCA – NALC Policy Consultation re. Local Nature Recovery Strategies 
DMBC – Planning Application 21/02349/FUL (Access & Road to Maggot Farm) 
DMBC – Planning Application 21/02095/FUL (Beacon Ridge New Build Amended Plans) 
SY Police & Crime Commissioner Blogs x 2 
SYPTE – School Transport from 01.09.21 
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chairman 
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13.    ITEMS/COMMENTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS 
         Cllr Leigh raised the following: 

- he had commenced the weekly checks of the play area and informed Councillors that the 
fence was bowed in places due to the horses rubbing against it. In addition, he had cut 
some tree branches out of the fence. However, there are no safety issues at this stage. 

- the wood at the rear of the bus shelter near the play area is showing signs of rotting. The 
Clerk will report this to SYPTE. 

Cllr Manning raised the following: 
- the passing places along Common Lane, Shipman Balk and Beacon Lane  require the road 

planings replacing. The Clerk will contact DMBC Highways. 
- The damaged bollards around the water pump have still not been repaired by Yorkshire 

Water. The Clerk will follow this up again. 
 

   14.    DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
           The next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council will take place at 7.00pm on  
           5th October 2021 in the Church Hall, Church Lane, Clifton. 
 
 
 
 

          Signed………………………………………….Chairman 
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