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Conisbrough Parks Parish Council      
 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 8th 2019 IN THE 
CHURCH, CHURCH LANE CLIFTON. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. North (Chair), Cliff, Gran, Manning and Peat 
Also present: the Clerk to the Council P. Wilkinson and DMBC Councillor Ian Pearson  
 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

DMBC Councillor Lanimae Ball sent her apologies 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 
There were none. 
 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 3rd 2019 
Cllr Pearson asked for it to be noted that the validity of the comments made by DMBC 
Councillors as recorded in the minutes cannot be confirmed as they do not see them in 
advance of the meeting. 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 3rd September 2019 be 
approved and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
Minute No. 4. Cllr Manning reiterated the fact that the details of the local PCSO was not yet 
known. He produced an article from the Rotherham Advertiser showing the names and 
allocated areas of all the PCSOs in Rotherham but there was nothing similar for Doncaster. 
Cllr Pearson agreed to raise the matter when he meets with senior Police Officers. 
Minute No.9. The Clerk informed Councillors that there had been no further progress 
regarding the front wall at Hall Farm. 
Minute No.9. The Clerk reported that the DMBC Planning Department had confirmed that 
with regards to The Beeches on Common Lane there is a condition in place to ensure that the 
barn cannot be occupied until the right of access has been secured. In addition, the Planning 
Department confirmed that the existing ground floor windows are to be blocked in with 
stonework. 
Minute No. 16. The Clerk informed Councillors that the DMBC Planning Department had 
confirmed that no planning application had been received in respect of a barn apparently 
being erected at Woodview Stables on Carr Lane. It was agreed to ask the Planning Officer 
to investigate the matter. 
 

5. POLICE AND CRIME REPORTS 
Cllr Pearson informed Councillors that there had recently been five separate fires in four 
nights at the maggot farm and this was concerning. It appeared that the farm was being 
targeted and as a result was taking up valuable fire service and police resources. The site had 
been up for sale but then taken off the market, apparently through lack of interest. Cllr 
Pearson asked that if anybody had any information which might be of assistance they should 
contact the Police or himself.   
 
 
Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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6. REPORTS FROM DMBC WARD COUNCILLORS 
There were no other reports from Cllr Pearson. 
Cllr Manning noted that most of the hedges and trees that were overhanging had now been 
cut after the enforcement letters had been issued by DMBC.  
Cllr Manning stated that the grass verges between Five Lane Ends and Shipman Balk had 
been cut but in doing so all the litter had been shredded such that it now looks an eyesore. 
Cllr Pearson agreed to ask DMBC to do a litter pick. 
Cllr Manning said that dog fouling signs were needed in various locations throughout the 
village and dog walkers needed reminding about the anti-social aspects of not cleaning up. 
Cllr Pearson said that the new anti-social regulations did contain some dog fouling clauses 
and agreed to seek a letter from the DMBC Enforcement Team.  
 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 
The Clerk had forwarded the following items of correspondence since the last meeting: 
NALC – Chief Executive Bulletins 30.08.13.09.19. & 27.09.19 
NALC – Policy Consultation E-briefing 09/19 – Independent Review into Local Government  
               Audit 
YLCA – White Rose Updates September & October 
YLCA – Webinar Training Launch 
YLCA – Internal Audit Service 2019/2020 
YLCA – SY Branch Meeting 09.10.19 
YLCA – Consultation on Proposed Reforms to Permitted Development Rights to Support 
               the Deployment of 5G and Extend Mobile Coverage 
YLCA – Appointment of an Independent Member of the SY Fire & Rescue Authority 
               Audit and Governance Committee 
YLCA – SY Police & Crime Commissioner – Public Accountability Board Meetings 
YLCA – The Redmond Review Consultation 
YLCA – Branch Meeting Dates 
YLCA – Chairmanship Training Events 
DMBC – Local Plan Consultation Reminder 
Press Release re. Doncaster/Sheffield Airport 
Public Sector Network Newsletter September 2019 
 

8. CONFIRMATION OF PAYMENTS 
There were no payments made since the last meeting. 
The Clerk informed Councillors that the second half year precept payment of £2,150 had 
been made by DMBC. 
 

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS/ISSUES 
Cllr Gran raised an issue in relation to planning application 19/00051/PD (To site a static 
caravan for washing facilities, storage and changing facilities during the day for users of the 
land at Beacon Hill, Beacon Lane). This application has been approved as permitted 
development but Cllr Gran was aware that in addition to the static caravan there was also 
another caravan and some children`s play equipment on the site. She raised concerns that it 
could become ‘residential’ if not monitored and Councillors agreed that this would be a 
development that the Parish Council would not support. It was agreed that the Clerk will 
contact the DMBC Planning Officer to raise these concerns. 
 

   
Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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10. REVIEW OF THE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SLA 
The Clerk informed Councillors that DMBC had agreed to the following changes to the 
grounds maintenance SLA: 

- To re-grass the verges which have been adversely affected by the over-use of 
glyphosate 

- To use TM signs when carrying out work in Clifton 
- To put the grass verges as agreed onto the Mayrise mapping system so that they are 

cut in accordance with the schedule. 
- To cut the sides of Back Lane twice a year on a flail schedule. 
- To treat/remove the moss on the playground surface as required. 
- To cut the low growth off the trees as agreed and as required. 
- To have very restrictive use of glyphosate. 

Councillors expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the review of the SLA and agreed to 
the changes as specified. 
     

11. PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
In response to the question raised at the last meeting as to whether the Parish Council must 
have its own website, the Clerk informed Councillors that YLCA advises that if the Parish 
Council has an annual turnover of less than £25,000 it will be required to meet the obligations 
to display certain information and data on a website that is accessible free of charge by virtue 
of The Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. In order to meet these requirements the 
Parish Council may have a Parish Council page on a community website, a page on the 
principal authority website or its own website. The questions about who owns the domain and 
whether or not there is a contract with the current webmaster have not yet been answered and 
the Clerk will endeavour to seek a response. 
It was agreed to carry out a review of the options available and the Clerk was asked to contact 
similar sized Parish Councils to see how they comply with the requirements of The 
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. In addition it was agreed to get further 
information from DMBC regarding having a page on the Local Authority website. 
 

12. SIGNATORIES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL BANK ACCOUNTS 
Cllr North had made enquiries at RBS about changing the address for sending information 
regarding the Parish Council Bank Accounts. However, as he was intending to stand down as 
a Councillor at the next election in 2020, he suggested that another signatory might be better 
as the contact person. It was noted that there are currently only Cllrs Manning and North who 
are the signatories and the Clerk suggested that other Councillors could also be named. 
Cllr Cliff agreed to seek information from another bank regarding opening a ‘community 
bank account’ so that a comparison with the current bank (RBS) can be made. It was agreed 
to discuss the matter further at the next meeting. 
 

13. REPLACEMENT OF THE TREE OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 
Councillors noted that the original tree which has died has now been removed.  
Cllr Peat said that he had looked into obtaining a planter but realised that one of significant 
size would be required. Councillors doubted the benefits of using a planter.   
RESOLVED: to accept the donation of a Himalayan Birch tree and to plant it straight into 
the ground.  

 
 
 

Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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14. DEFIBRILLATOR 
Cllr North informed Councillors that the Church had agreed a donation of £300 towards the 
purchase of a defibrillator. 
The Clerk informed Councillors that he had contacted the Start-A-Heart charity to enquire if 
it could offer any financial assistance but it only deals with organisations in the Rotherham 
MBC area. 
It was agreed to look at prioritizing the income from the next community events and to 
therefore defer any decision until it was clear that sufficient money had been raised to pursue 
the matter further. 

 
15. ISSUES/COMMENTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS 

Cllr North confirmed that he had started his weekly inspections of the playground and had 
concerns regarding the ease of opening the gate. Cllr Peat agreed to look at it and obtain 
quotes for the work required. 
Cllr Gran informed Councillors that she had contacted the operator of the X6 bus service 
regarding the possibility of additional stops on the route to cater for local residents. However, 
she was told that it is an express service with limited stops (Wickersley and Bramley 
currently have stops) but that a request can be made for an additional stop if it was felt that it 
would be well used. Councillors doubted the latter condition and therefore it was agreed not 
to pursue the matter. 
Cllr Peat was of the opinion that the drain at the end of the Byers never gets cleaned and he 
questioned the surface and foul water drainage routes in the village. It was agreed that the 
Clerk will contact Yorkshire Water asking for a map of the routes. 
Cllr Manning raised the following issues: 

- the street light (number 30830) at Odd Hills on Common Lane was working but it 
obscured by the tree growth. 

- thought needs to be given to the Christmas lights and it was agreed to consider the 
matter at the next meeting when the new tree should have been planted in front of the 
church. 
   

16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
No items were raised 
 

17. DATE/TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Ordinary Meeting will take place on 19th November 2019 at 7.00pm 

  
 
 
 
 

Signed………………………………………….Chair 
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